
To whom it may concern, 

Although it may sound cliché, I have been one of the luckiest people in the world to work with 

such a talented man as Warren Friedman. He not only is a creative and innovative 

choreographer, but a strong director with clear visions on how he wants a show to look like. He 

also inspires all that he works with to do the best that they can. 

My name is Richard Manthey and I have known Warren since the fall of 2007 when we 

first worked on a High School Production of “Seussical the Musical”. He came to the town of 

Great Falls, Montana not knowing what to expect from us, but determined to make this 

production a great success.  

At that point in my life (a sophomore in High School) I had never participated in a play, 

never taken any dance classes, or had ever been in a choir. I wanted to be in a play because my 

sister years before had been in a play, and I figured it would be a lot of fun to participate in 

something I had never done before. 

I can recall the first day of rehearsal. Warren was there with a bright smile, ready to teach us one 

of the most difficult combinations in the show. He wanted to test our skills, and to see if we 

could reach the level he wanted us to. Even though I would mess up quite often, he kept inspiring 

me do my best and put all my energy into every move.  

As days passed my ability to pick up on the choreography increased, and soon I was 

performing exactly how Warren wanted it to be. He often would use me for examples, to show 

everyone that a move done perfectly with no energy isn’t as good one with the energy.  

We opened the show and broke school records for selling out for two nights in a row! 

The balcony (which wasn’t used often to place our audience) was completely full. Even the isles 

on the main level were full of standing audience members, enjoying this spectacular musical. 



The Director (our high school theatre teacher, Krystina Thiel) enjoyed working with 

Warren and brought him back to choreograph and co-direct many shows for the Great Falls High 

School, and her own Theatre Production Company “Pretty One Productions”. The shows 

included, “Peter Pan”, “Grease”, “Cinderella”, and “Annie”. I worked with him in all of those 

shows (except for Annie) as an actor, and a dance captain.  

In those days I had absolutely no confidence in myself, and always figured I wasn’t good 

at anything. That changed when Warren came into my life. He is the inspiration that keeps me 

going everyday to follow a path similar to his.  

Currently I’m a student at the University of Idaho, Majoring in Dance. My goal in life is to be 

able to travel to different High Schools around the country, teaching choreography for Musical 

Productions and Co-Directing. 

Warren Friedman is a man who has experience, the determination, the confidence, the 

talent, and the creative mind that is needed for the business of Theatre. He is a wonderful person 

to work with, and a very dear friend of mine. It’s he that has helped me on the path that I am on 

today, and I have to say that Warren Friedman is what Theatre is all about.  

 Sincerely,  
Richard Manthey 
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 If there are any questions please contact me through email or by phone. 
Email: mant7682@vandals.uidaho.edu 
Phone: (406) 231-6918 
  
 
 


